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1500 sign up to join the third annual Big Midnight Walk

There are just 500 places left on the popular South Devon fundraising event. Organisers
say that this year's walk has proved as popular as ever and are urging those who are

interested in participating to get their forms sent in to avoid disappointment.

Hannah Simmons, Rowcroft's Events Manager said:

‘We never fail to be amazed by the response from ou r local community. The Big Midnight
Walk has become an event that people look forward t 0 and are proud to be part of. We
are delighted to have already filled three quarters of the places but would urge those

thinking of signing up to get those forms filled ou  t and sent in so that we can announce
the event as officially full”

The fundraising event for Rowcroft Hospice and Macm illan Cancer Support and
sponsored by Kitsons is an all women’s event which will take place on Saturday 5 t June
and will see 2000 ladies take to the streets for a 13 mile starlit walk. The route starts at the
Torbay Leisure Centre and takes in the beautiful sc enery along the coast to

Babbacombe and loops back for the return leg.

Kitsons, sponsors of the event are entering a team of twelve. Kitsons Senior Partner,
Richard Hutchings said:

‘We're delighted that entrants have signed up so qu ickly for this year’s Big Midnight Walk
and would encourage even more to do so. Rowcroft Ho spice and MacMillan Cancer
Research benefit so much from this event that it wo uld be great to see the final places
filled soon.’

Organisers are also urging those that have signed u p to get involved, share training tips

and past experience using dedicated facebook and Tw itter pages. Judith Jolly, Area
Fundraising Manager for Macmillan Cancer Support sa id:

‘The Big Midnight Walk has grown to become so much more than just the 13 mile walk.
Our dedicated website, facebook and Twitter pages g ive the ladies a place to share

training plans, discuss the previous year’s event, get news and updates from the Big
Midnight Walk team and most importantly discuss wha t pink and sparkly outfits they're
planning to wear on the night?’

It costs only £10 to register and each walker will receive a special Big Midnight Walk t-
shirt. To take part in the Big Midnight Walk you mu st be 16 or over. To sign up for South
Devon’s biggest fundraising event, visit ~ www.bigmidnightwalk.co.uk to download a
registration form, email info@bigmidnightwalk.co.uk  or call 01803 217641. Places will be
given on a first come, first served basis.




(From L-R): Sister Sue Harvey, Anita Harris, Hannah Simmons, Sarah Matthews and
Marylee Marsh

About Macmillan

Macmillan Cancer Support improves the lives of peop le affected by cancer. Macmillan
provides practical, medical, emotional and financia | support and pushes for better
cancer care. 2 million of us are living with cancer but by 2010 Macmillan aims to help
everyone who is affected by the disease. The charit y's services are well represented in
South Devon; however, Macmillan is entirely depende nt on voluntary support.

About Rowcroft Hospice
Rowcroft Hospice is a charity, providing specialist care to people with life limiting illnesses
living in Torbay and South Devon. The hospice wasf  ounded in 1982 and since then, with

the support of local people, it has expanded to pro vide an even greater range of
services. Care is provided, to over 1000 people eve ry year, through our ward, hospice at
home, community team, lymphoedema clinic and outpat ient therapy services. This care
includes physical, emotional and spiritual support to patients and their families. It costs

£5.6 million to run Rowcroft for a year. The NHS fu  nds 23% of our costs, but the rest — over
£4.3 million, is raised from voluntary contribution s. We must raise over £11,800 every day in
order to provide the range of services on offer.

For more information, please contact:

Rachel Bell, Big Midnight Walk Media Officer on (01 803) 217647 or email
rachel.bell@rowcroft-hospice.org.uk




