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Press Release – 23rd April 
 
Army of volunteers needed for Big Midnight Walk 
 
Whilst this is a ladies-only walk there is definite ly a part for men to play. The Big Midnight 
Walk team are on the look out for more recruits (ma le or female) to join their army of 
volunteers on Saturday 5 th June.   
 
Judith Jolly, Area Fundraising Manager at Macmillan  Cancer Support said:  
 
‘The event simply can not happen without stewards, tea makers, registration volunteers, 
walk marshals, drivers…the list is endless!’ 
 
‘If you think you could spare a Saturday morning, a fternoon or night, or even a Sunday 
morning, to help out with this fantastic event plea se contact us  and we will send you a 
form asking when you could volunteer, with whom you  would like to volunteer and in 
which role. We will try to match you with the best fit!’ 
 
The fundraising event for Rowcroft Hospice and Macm illan Cancer Support and 
sponsored by Kitsons will take place on Saturday 5 th June and will see 2000 ladies take to 
the streets for a 13 mile starlit walk. The route s tarts at the Torbay Leisure Centre and takes 
in the beautiful scenery along the coast to Babbaco mbe and loops back for the return 
leg.  
 
James Cross, Senior Partner at Kitsons and stalwart  Big Midnight Walk volunteer said: 
 
‘This is my third year helping and I really enjoy t he fun atmosphere on the night. I would 
encourage as many people as possible to volunteer t o help as well as it’s such a 
tremendous charity event. Without the volunteers, t he event simply can’t run as 
efficiently and safely as before.’ 
 
Organisers rely on nearly 200 volunteers to help ou t on the night, including individuals, 
local ATC group  and staff and students from Paignton Community and Sports College.  
 
Hannah Simmons, Events Manager for Rowcroft said: 
 
‘We endeavour to keep all our volunteers fed and to pped up with teas and coffees 
throughout the night. Last year we had fantastic fe edback from our volunteers, many of 
whom seemed to enjoy themselves just as much as our  walkers! One of them 
commented that he had 4000 smiles on the night; 200 0 on the way out and 2000 on the 
way back. It’s certainly a night to remember for ev eryone involved.’  
 
If you’re interesting in volunteering then you can call Ruth on 0844 209 0034 or email 
rgemmell@macmillan.org.uk  for more details. 



 
 

 
 

Images (L-R): James Cross and Jeremy Howell from Ki tsons sign up to volunteer 
 
About Macmillan 
Macmillan Cancer Support improves the lives of peop le affected by cancer. Macmillan 
provides practical, medical, emotional and financia l support and pushes for better 
cancer care. 2 million of us are living with cancer  but by 2010 Macmillan aims to help 
everyone who is affected by the disease. The charit y’s services are well represented in 
South Devon; however, Macmillan is entirely depende nt on voluntary support.  
 
 
About Rowcroft Hospice 
Rowcroft Hospice is a charity, providing specialist  care to people with life limiting illnesses 
living in Torbay and South Devon. The hospice was f ounded in 1982 and since then, with 
the support of local people, it has expanded to pro vide an even greater range of 
services. Care is provided, to over 1000 people eve ry year, through our ward, hospice at 
home, community team, lymphoedema clinic and outpat ient therapy services. This care 
includes physical, emotional and spiritual support to patients and their families. It costs 
£5.6 million to run Rowcroft for a year. The NHS fu nds 23% of our costs, but the rest – over 
£4.3 million, is raised from voluntary contribution s. We must raise over £11,800 every day in 
order to provide the range of services on offer.  
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Rachel Bell, Big Midnight Walk Media Officer on (01 803) 217647 or email 
rachel.bell@rowcroft-hospice.org.uk  
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